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EXAMINER'S ANSWER 



This is in response to appellant's brief on appeal filed April 6, 1999. 

(1) Real Party in Interest 

A statement identifying the real party in interest is contained in the brief. 

(2) Related Appeals and Interferences 

A statement identifying the related appeals and interferences which will directly affect 
or be directly affected by or have a bearing on the decision in the pending appeal is contained 
in the brief. 

(3) Status of Claims 
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The statement of the status of the claims contained in the brief is correct. 
This appeal involves claims 1-5. 

Claim 2 has been amended subsequent to the final rejection. 

(4) Status of Amendments After Final 

The appellant's statement of the status of amendments after final rejection contained in 
the brief is correct. 

The amendment after final rejection filed on February 22, 1999 with respect to the 
specification and claim 1 has been entered. 

The amendment after final rejection filed on February 22, 1999 with respect to claim 2 
has not been entered. 

(5) Summary of Invention 

The summary of invention contained in the brief is correct. 

(6) Issues 

The appellant's statement of the issues in the brief is correct. 

(7) Grouping of Claims 

Appellant's brief includes a statement that claims 1 and 3 to 5 of Group I and claim 2 
of Group II do not stand or fall together and provides reasons as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.192(c)(7) and (c)(8). 

(8) Claims Appealed 

The copy of the appealed claims contained in the Appendix to the brief is correct. 
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(9) Prior Art of Record 

The following is a listing of the prior art of record relied upon in the rejection of 
claims under appeal. 



1/3,254,025 


Le Suer 


5-1966 


^3,509,051 


Farmer 


4-1970 


/4, 178,258 


Papay 


12-1979 


^330,420 


White 


5-1982 


/ 1,360,438 


Rowj^an 


11-1982 


^692,256 


Umemura 


9-1987 


^281,347 


Igarashi 


1-1994 



(10) Grounds of Rejection 

The following ground(s) of rejection are applicable to the appealed claims: 
Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). This rejection is set forth in prior 
, Office action, Paper No. 5 and 8. 
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For the above reasons, it is believed that the rejections should be sustained. 



M. B. Medley 
June 9, 1999 



Exxon Research and Engineering Company 
Joseph J. Allocca 
P.O. Box 390 

Florham Park NJ 07932-0390 



Respectfully submitted, 




PRIMARY EXAMINE 
GROUP 1100 



